is the first definite historic use of the liberum veto,
strangest of all parliamentary procedures, based on
the I7th century idea that the will of the majority is
not binding upon a minority, even of one.

What were the consequences of that act, then and
ever after ?

1.    The bill under discussion failed of passage.

2.    The Diet was automatically dissolved.

3.    All bills passed to date by that Diet were null
and void, for a bill became law only if the Diet
ran its full course and the bill then received
the signature of the king.

4.    A new Diet had to be elected and assembled.

What was the origin of this most astounding pro-
cedure ? Basic in the theory of Polish society and in
its constitution was the idea of the absolute social
equality of all members of the gentry and nobility.
A logical consequence of this was an unwillingness to
override the vote of any member of the Diet and the
arising of the custom of requiring unanimous decision
for the acceptance of any bill. With the formation of
local legislative assemblies the choosing of delegates to
the national assembly became a function of the local
diets, and the outcome was that a delegate often
represented not his own opinion but definite local
instructions. From this soil grew the liberum veto, the
most absurd consequence of the theory of representa-
tive democracy and social equality that ever entered
the customs of any country.

Seemingly fair in its origin, the results of the liberum
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